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12 TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 


information embodied in a Resolution passed by the House, copy 
of which is enclosed herewith. 
Respectfully, 
Jas. E. KANOUSE, 
Chief Clerk. 


Resolved: That the Council be respectfully informed that this 
House had appointed a Special House Committee to wait upon his 
Excellency the Governor, to inform him of the presence and com- 


The receipt of the Secretary of Montana was read, showing 
that Dennis C. Sheehy, had, on July ist, 1879, duly filed with the 
Secretary his oath of office as Sergeant-at-arms and Doorkeeper, 
administered by the Governor. 

On motion of Ives, the President appointed Messrs. Ives and 
Sanders a Committee to inform the Governor that the Council had 
assembled with a quorum present, and was ready to receive any 
communication he might be pleased to make. 

On motion of Hyde, Mr. Kennon was granted leave of absenct 
for the day on account of sickness. 

Mr. Ives, from Select Committee to wait upon the Governor, 
reported that duty performed. 

The following communication from the Governor was received 


and read: a 
ys da Tati ve Osassa bey — 9 
GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


To the Legislative Asssembly of Montana, convened in Extraordini 
Session, by and with the approval of His Excellency } 
President of the United States, 


I now briefly submit for your consideration such questions : 
appear to require legislative action. 

It is made the duty of the (Legislature, by an act of Congres 
to apportion the Territory for legislative purposes, so as to confor 
to the reduction made in the legislative representation. This bein 
a duty required of you by a law of Congress, and as members 
no future legislature can be legally elected without the apportio 
ment of the Territory for legislative purposes, the necessity of | 
compliance with the law of Congress is apparent and requires Y 

er comment. 

No authority exists for the organization of the militia of tb 
Territory. The Indian situation does not justify the Legislature? 
refusing to provide authority for the organization of the people 1 
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fo military companies. Indian raids cannot be met and repelled [x i 
unless the people are armed and disciplined for such service. It is i 
idle to assume that we are to have no further Indian troubles 


while so many Indians are found within our borders and in such E oo: l 
close proximity to the same. Reports reach me almost daily of | ne 
Indians sacking houses, robbing camps, driving owners and herders nE 

fom their herds, taking human life, stealing horses and other 
property. It cannot be denied that it is the duty of the Territory 
to protect the lives and property of its citizens, and this duty can 
mly be accomplished by providing for the organization and arming | 
af the people in military companies. The Executive authority is 
nowerless to enforce the laws of the Territory when resistance to N | 
"ho execution of the same is too great to be overcome by civil i | 
ficers. In my judgment every consideration of public interest 
ad“public safety demands at your hands the enactment of a well- 
igested militia law. 

The bonded debt of the Territory is now payable at the op- 
ion of the Territory, and is drawing interest at the rate of ten 
r cent. per annum. The First National Bank of Helena, Messrs. 
, H. Hershfield & Bro., and the Corbin Banking Company of 
ew Yorks each offer to pay par for the entire debt, at the rate 
f eight per cent. interest per annum. I respectfully recommend 
hat tlie Territorial Auditor and Territorial Treasurer be author- 
xd to negotiate the bonds of the Territory at the lowest rate of 
terest, not to exceed eight per cent. per annum. An act funding 
le debt of the Territory at a lower rate of interest should have 

n passed at your last session. 

The act fixing the compensation of the clerks of the District 
urts is radically defective, and should be so amended as to avoid ie 
te construction that courts may place upon it. It is understood 
at the clérks in two of the districts claim six thousand six hun- k | 
rd dollars as their annual compensation, instead of sixteen hun- 
ied and fifty dollars, and will seek the enforcement of their claims 

the courts. The expense and annoyance of such suits should be 
vied by making the law definite and certain. 

I repeat my recommendation made at the regular session, for 
o enactment of a law requiring litigants to pay the fees of jurors 
civil actions, and to amend the law in relation to the qualifica- 
ms of jurors. 

{ have the honor to submit for your consideration a proposi- 

a trom the President of the Union Pacific Railroad Company | 

copy of the same is transmitted herewith), containing the terms 
mn which said company will extend the Utah and Northern Rail- 
d into this Territory. I believe the proposition is the best that i 

be obtained, is reasonable, and should be accepted by the Ter- r 
ry. The officers of the Union Pacific Railroad Company do : i 
hesitate to say that the Utah and Northern Railroad will not nh 
extended any further north than is necessary to control the i 
iness of the Territory, unless friendly legislation is extended. ji 
am aware that the opponents-of exemption assert that the road 
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14 . TERRITORY OF MONTANA. 


will be extended into the Territory without sny friendly legislation, 
Now, if any evidence can be produced to sustain this position, J 
will gladly join in opposing exemption, or any other aid. I an 
satisfied the people of the Territory desire railroad communication, 
and favor extending such friendly Jegislation as will insure the 
construction of a railroad into the Territory at an early day. In, 
the year 1876 Lewis and Clarke county voted almost unanimously 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars in bonds for the construe. 
tion of a railroad from Helena to Fort Beńton, and on the que 
tion of voting a subsidy of three millions of dollars of coupm 
bonds to the Northern Pacific Railroad, the vote of the Territory 
stood 3054 for the subsidy and 3286 against it. Madison county 
voted 508 for to 396 against; Gallatin county, 709 for and 33 
against; Jefferson county, 342 for and 189 against; Lewis ani 
Clarke, 568 for and 700 against. This vote is the latest expre 
sion of public sentiment on the question of railroad legislation, an 
the large vote for a money subsidy, that reached nearly one-tbi 
of the tax duplicate of the Territory at that date, will certain} 


justify the present Legislature in procuring the construction of 


ing the road from taxation for the period of fifteen years. Th 
pretended claim that exemption is the worst form of subsidy, à} 
not entitled to any consideration at the hands of reasonable m 


the Territory. The experience of every country penetrated b 
Montana wi 


B, F. POTTS. 
Helena, July 1, 1879. 


